
About Black Beauty Zucchini Summer Squash

BLACK BEAUTY 
ZUCCHINI

SUMMER SQUASH
heirloom | non-GMO

Sun:
Full Sun

Germination Time:
7-14 days

Harvest Time:
60 days

Hardiness Zone:
2-12

Plant Width:
36-48 inches 
(90-120 cm)

Plant Height:
18-24 inches 
(45-60 cm)

Planting Depth:
1 inch (2.5 cm)

Regardless of whether you choose to eat it fresh or sauteed in a stir fry, Black Beauty 
zucchini is delicious no matter what. Plants grow in a sprawling, open habit, making 
them easy to pick when they are young and tender. They won’t stop producing until 
the �rst fall frost! 



Germination
A good candidate for starting seeds outdoors, as their roots are fragile and di�cult to 
transplant into the garden.

Sow seeds where squash or other crops in this family (such as cucumbers and 
pumpkins) were not grown in previous years. This will prevent the likelihood of 
diseases and pests being transferred to this year’s crop. 

Plant seeds in hills, planting two seeds per hill in hills that are three feet apart. Cover 
with an inch of �ne soil. Seedlings should emerge in just two weeks or less. You may 
want to thin to one plant when the seedlings have two sets of real leaves.

Planting 
After your seeds have germinated, you can keep weeds under control by surrounding 
your plants with mulch. Planting directly into a layer of black plastic can help repel 
weeds. This will also help the seeds germinate more quickly if you are planting in a 
cold climate. 

Otherwise, preventing weeds is most important when your seedlings are young. 
Cultivate carefully around your plants so you don’t disturb the roots. Once your plants 
have grown larger, you shouldn’t have to worry too much about weeding as the 
plant’s spiny stems and leaves will serve as a “living mulch.”

Keep the plants well-watered during dry spells, o�ering at least an inch of water per 
week. Water early in the day to prevent the leaves from remaining wet throughout 
the day, which can lead to fungal issues. 



Squash plants possess both male and female �owers. If your plant continuously 
�owers but fails to set fruit, you may have to hand-pollinate. You can attract bee 
pollinators, who will do the work for you, by planting pollinator-friendly plants like 
zinnias and sun�owers. 

Harvest
Black Beauty squashes are ready for harvest when the fruits are 4-6 inches long and 
the skin becomes dark and shiny. Harvest the plants often to prevent fruits from 
becoming dense and woody. The more often you harvest, the more often the plants 
will produce fruit, too. To harvest, give the fruit a twist until they snap o�. 

Should you have any concerns,
please EMAIL us directly at: 

help@homegrown-garden.com




